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TEV-E T*MON-DROIT| U 
, D LADY, . 


By the King. 
A PROCLAMATION 


For the Preſervation of the Great Level of the Fens, called Bedford Level, and of the Works made 
for the Dreining of the ſame. 


CHARLES R. 


bereas the Great Level of the Fens, called Bedford Level, extending it ſelf into 
> I} the 8 5 . 3 and — 4 

and Ely, M rem, , ei y r right. r uſty and 

| Welbeloved Colin William Earl of Bedford, Participants: and foꝛ 
ſaid Great Level at their very | 
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Dur Reign, Intituled, An Act for the neceſſary maintainance of the Work of Dreining the Great Level of the Fens, 
» whereby the ſaid Earl, participants, and Adventurers, were enabled as well to Levy Taxes then foꝛmer⸗ 
ly impoſed upon the ſaid Ninety five thouſand Acres, as then after to be impoſed by vertue of the ſaid Act, and 
the podeſſion of the ſaid Ninety five thouſand Acres, ſetled andquieted as then it was; which ſaid Act did 
expire the Nine and twentieth day of May, which was in the Thirteenth year of Our ſaid Reign. And 
whereas in the Parliament begun at Weſtminſter, the Eighth day of May, in the ſaid Thirteenth year of Dur 
Reign, one other Act intituled, An Act for confirming and continuing an Act for the neceſſary maintaining of the 
work of Dreining the Great Level of the Fens, the ſaid fozmer Act was confirmed and continued until the Firſt 
day of May inſtant; And whereas a Bill was pꝛeferred and pꝛoſetuted in Dur Youſe of Commons by the 
ſaid Earl, Participants, and Adventurers, foꝛ maintaining and pzeſervation of the ſaid G eat Level, and 
of all theRivers, Dzeins, Cuts, Banks, Saſſes, Sluces, Tonhels, and other wozks made, whereby 
to pzevent future Inundations, and had pꝛoteeded therein to ſettle and agree the greateſt part thereof, but 
could not in regard of ſhoztneſs of time perfect the ſame: And therefoꝛe both Dur Houſes of Parliament 
have ſeverally by their Oꝛder made the Nineteenthday of May inſtant, recommended to Dur Pincely care, the 
"preſervation of the ſaid G2eat Level, and moze particularly by theD2der of the Houſeof Peers is further re⸗ 
. commended to Dur care the wozks there made, and quieting and ſetling of the poſſeſſions as then they were, 
until further Oꝛder. And whereas ſome attempts have been lately made by cutting of Banks, and fozcible 
and unſeaſonable opening of Safſes and Sluces within the ſaid Gꝛeat Level, to the endangering of the 
dꝛowning of a great part thereof. We therefoze in purſuance of the ſaid recommendation of both Dur 
Houſes of Parliament, and much minding the publick peace and ſafetyof this Kingdom, and to give all juſt 
and lawful countenance andencouragement to ſo publick a wozk , and fo2 ſuppozt and pꝛeſervation thereof, 
habe already fo2 the Government and maintenance of the ſaid Gzeat Level, and fo2laying andlevying of 
Lares, as well. to be hereafter ſe!, as now in arrear upon the ſaid Ninety five thouſand Acres, cauſed a 
"Commiſſion of Sewers to be iſſued under the Oꝛeat Seal of England, foꝛ that purpoſe, And that ſo famous 
a wozk may not now — We do hereby publiſh and declare Our pleaſure to be, That the ſaid Com- 
maintenance ofthe wo and Allellments upon the ſaid Ninety five thouſand Acres onely, fo? ſuppoꝛt and 


maintenante gf the wozks made fo2 Dꝛeining of the ſaid Oꝛeat Level, and upon no other part of the ſaid 
Level, AndWedoſtreightly foꝛbid under pain of Dur diſpleaſure, and ſuch puniſhment as is due tocon- 
temners of DurRoyal Commands, all future Attempts, Diſturbances, Jnterruptions, Entries, Foꝛ⸗ 
.ces, Riots, Aſſemblies, oꝛ any other unlawful Act oz Acts A the diſturbance of the publick peace 
within the ſaid eat Level, oz parts adjacent, oz the interruption of the ſaid William Earl of Bedford. Par⸗ 
ticipants and Adventurers, their Tenants and Aſſigns, oꝛ ot Us o2 Dur Aſſigns, in the quiet poſſeſſion 
| and emoyment of the ſaid Ninety five thouſand Acres o any part ot parcel thereof, oz of, oz in any of the 
a Rivers, Dzeins, Cuts, Banks, Halles, Slutes, Tonnels, oꝛ any other wozks made fo2 Dꝛeining of 
ö the ſaid Gꝛeat Level, oꝛ interruption, moleſtation, oꝛ diſturbance of any their Officers, Agents, oz 
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* Wozkmen, in any of their woꝛks of the ſaid Gꝛeat Level, oꝛ collecting, oꝛ levying any Taxes, o2 Ar⸗ 
rear⸗Taxes, in oꝛder to pꝛeſerve the ſaid Meat Level, until further oꝛder. And all Dur Juſtices of the 
peate, Mapoꝛs. Sheriffs,” and other Miniſterg of — and all other Dur Offiters, Military and 
Civil. and all Dur loving Subjects, are hereby t̃ec to be aiding and aſſiſting to the ſaid Commiſſioners 


of Sewoers, and ſuch as they ſhall appoint, to ſee Dur Royal Commands hereby publi duly obſerve 
— — 2 they will avoid Dur Moral diſpleaſure. N my , p 
: Given at Our Court at Hampton. Court, the Thirtieth day of May, 1662. In the Fourteenth 
| Near of Our Reign. 

God fave the King. 
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